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REVIEWS 


American Handbook; prepared by the 


Office of War Information. 22cm. 
Washington, D.C., Public Affairs 
Press, c1945. iv, 509p. illus. buck- 
ram $3.75. 


The subtitle and the foreword of the 
revised edition of this Handbook, which 
was published in 1944 by the Office of 
War Information under the title Hand- 
book of the United States, defines 
rather clearly the main purposes of 
this book. The subtitle reads: “Perti- 
nent information about the United 
States and the war for use overseas.” 
The foreword states: “This Handbook 
of the United States has been especially 
prepared for use overseas. All the 
material in it has been selected on that 


basis. It is intended both for reference 
and for dissemination through the press, 
radio, or other means... .” 


The publishers of the 1945 edition 
have expanded, deleted, rearranged the 
material and reprinted it under a 
slightly different title and form. Revi- 
sion has been slight and has added 
little new material. 

The book is divided into 38 sections. 
The first ten sections deal with the 
form of government of the United 
States, the various departments and 
agencies of the federal government, 
and with those joint emergency war 
agencies set up in cooperation with 
various foreign countries to carry out 
mutual war aims effectively. A brief 
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over-all picture of the departments is 
given, and the work of the various 
government bureaus and agencies, with 
particular reference to the war effort, 
is described. 

The remaining sections of the book 
deal with the economics, resources, his- 
tory, and culture of the United States, 
giving a well-rounded picture of the 
country and its people, with the empha- 
sis upon recent developments and a 
country under war-time conditions. 
However, the quality of some articles 
is disappointing, particularly those on 
science and higher education. Progress 
in these fields might be treated in 
more detail. Some section headings 


are rather misleading, such as the one 
entitled “Domestic Principles” which 
includes only the Declaration of In- 
dependence, the Constitution, and Lin- 
coln’s Gettysburg Address. 

The facts and figures used are gen- 
erally as of September 1943 or earlier. 


No source is given for the statistical 
information, nor is any bibliographic 
information included. 

In addition to the Contents there are 
see and see also references in the vari- 
ous sections and subsections of the 
book. 

The index in the present edition of 
the Handbook is in some cases an ex- 
pansion of the index as it originally 
appeared. It has, however, in other 
cases been cut so unsystematically that 
much of the material included is diffi- 
cult to locate. As examples: Mrs. 
Roosevelt’s trip to London in 1942 is 
indexed, but the fact that Mrs. Nellie 
Ross was the first woman governor is 
not. All Army planes, with one ex- 
ception, mentioned in the text are in- 
dexed by name, while in a similar ar- 
ticle on Navy planes only one plane 
is indexed. The index includes no see 
or see also reference. 


Illustrations and charts are included; 
but some of the illustrations are of 
relatively little value in a book of this 
type. The binding, printing, and paper 
in the review copy are satisfactory. 
However, the reviewer has examined 
other copies of the same title which 
had paper of a poor quality which 
would not stand hard usage. 

Although the book has some defects, 
the American Handbook has brought 
together in one place much useful, 
although not exhaustive, information 
about this country. For those libraries 
needing information of this type it is 
recommended. 


Dictionary of Education, prepared un- 
der the auspices of Phi Delta Kappa. 
Carter V. Good, editor. First ed. 
23cm. New York, McGraw-Hill Book 
Co., Inc., 1945. xxxix, 495p. cloth, $4. 


Early in 1934 George F. Zook, then 
United States Commissioner of Educa- 
tion, suggested that committees of the 
American Council on Education and of 
the American Educational Research 
Association study the problem of edu- 
cational terminology. Phi Delta Kap- 
pa, in 1937, voted to sponsor prepara- 
tion of a comprehensive educational 
dictionary. Carter V. Good is the edi- 
tor of the resulting Dictionary of Edu- 
cation under review. It is in the Mc- 
Graw-Hill series in education, whose 
consulting editor’ is Harold Benjamin. 

“The Dictionary is concerned with 
technical and professional terms and 
concepts in the entire area of educa- 
tion. As general policy, it has excluded 
names of persons, institutions, school 
systems, organizations, places, and titles 
of publications and journals, except 
where a movement, method, or plan 
is represented. . . . An attempt has 
been made to select from such related 
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fields as psychology, sociology, and 
philosophy those terms with significant 
educational connotations.”—Preface. 

The approximately 16,000 definitions 
and terms in the final list are the work 
of “coordinators” and their “associates” 
and “reviewers.” There is a twenty- 
page list showing the assignment of 
these specialists, most of whom are 
either connected with colleges or uni- 
versities or are active in some other 
phase of education. 

The arrangement is alphabetical by 
the first word or the key word of a 
phrase. Inverted headings are used, 
e.g., art, fine; art, industrial; art, meth- 
ods of teaching. Then the alphabetiz- 
ing is letter by letter instead of word 
by word, e.g., arts and industries, art 
school, arts college. This feature must 
be kept in mind in using the Diction- 
ary to avoid missing some of the defini- 
tions. Cross references are plentiful, 
being used for many inverted entries 
as well as all possible catchwords. 
Guide words and phrases appear at 
the head of each column throughout 
the book. 

Definitions in general are brief but 
clear. However the 75 entries under 
the key word “course” show the need 
for a uniform understanding and usage 
of terms familiar but too often not 
clearly understood. Encyclopedic terms 
are omitted and in the case of familiar 
words with various common meanings, 
only definitions pertaining to the field 
of education are included. Omission of 
some terms is bound to be found, e.g., 
transcript and the Springfield plan, but 
new terms in specific fields are well 
represented. 

At the end of the main dictionary 
are brief lists of educational terms used 
in the following countries: Canada, 
with over six pages; England, with 
about nine pages; France, with over 


four pages; Germany, with over five 
pages; and Italy, with slightly over ten 
pages. The terms are given in the lan- 
guage of the country with definitions 
in English. 

The format and paper are good. The 
print is rather small, but clear, com- 
parable with Webster’s Collegiate Dic- 
tionary (3rd ed.), though the headings 
in Webster’s are darker and more easily 
distinguished from the definitions which 
follow than in the Dictionary of Edu- 
cation. 

The binding is strong and attractive 
in cloth of blue and gray with gold let- 
tering. 

The Dictionary of Education provides 
educational workers and teachers with 
a scientific dictionary of professional 
terms comparable with the technical 
dictionaries in fields such as medicine, 
law, engineering, and psychology. It is 
recommended both for use of laymen 
and educators. 


Encyclopedia of Religion; ed. by Ver- 
gilius Ferm. New York, The Philo- 
sophical Library, Inc., c1945. 844p. 
$10. 


The editor states in his preface that 
this one-volume desk-reference Ency- 
clopedia of Religion is intended to be 
“useful to both scholars and students 
and, at the same time, intelligible to 
cultured laymen,” that it includes “the 
theologies of the major religions, de- 
nominations and cults with special at- 
tention to Biblical literature and Chris- 
tian theology, ecclesiastical history and 
polity, the usual divisions of cultural 
and academic interests as these relate 
to religion, viz., philosophy, psychology, 
ethics, sociology, history, comparative 
religion, art and architecture, musi- 
cology and liturgy, important contro- 
versial disputes, missionary enterprises, 
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religious education, and the like, to- 
gether with the masters and leaders 
of classical religious thought.” 

The articles are signed. The long 
list of contributors includes many pro- 
fessors of philosophy and religion con- 
nected with theological schools. The 
editor-in-chief is head of the Depart- 
ment of Philosophy in the College of 
Wooster. 

A broad interpretation of the word 
“religion” permits the inclusion of such 
topics as Labor Movements, Negro 
Education, Penology, Juvenile Protec- 
tion, Culture, Insanity, Horoscope. 
Longer articles include bibliographies 
with titles as recent as 1942. Although 
the title indicates that the book is an 
encyclopedia, many entries give merely 
dictionary definitions, e.g., Treason, 
Jealousy, Exposition. The volume 


seems cluttered with an unnecessary 
number of obscure headings used as 


see references, which the reader would 
not be likely to look for, e.g., Vogue, 
Imp, Fad, Gaming, Selected Scripture 
Lessons. 

The many biographical sketches are 
a useful feature of the book. Many 
persons are included who are not well 
known and whose names probably 
would be difficult to find elsewhere. 
Lectureships dealing with religion are 
entered under the specific name of the 
lectureship and these are not found 
readily in other sources. Associations 
and minor religious sects are treated. 

Entries are arranged alphabetically 
with topical headings at the top of each 
page to facilitate the finding of arti- 
cles. There are numerous cross refer- 
ences, often helpful, but sometimes 
confusing, as “Pentateuch,” which re- 
fers to five entries. 

The volume is heavy and cumber- 
some. The paper is poor in quality 
and the print is small and light. 


The Encyclopedia of Religion is rec- 
ommended for libraries having a con- 
siderable demand for material in this 
field, as there is an advantage in hav- 
ing the data assembled in one place 
for quick reference. 


The National Cyclopaedia of American 
Biography.... Volumes XXVII-XXX, 
c1939-1943; Current Volume F, 1939- 
42. c1942. 27%4cm. 70 Fifth Ave., 
New York, James T. White & Co. 
buckram $15 each. 


Volumes I-XX of the permanent 
series were reviewed in January 1931, 
and volumes XXI-XXVI in April 1938. 
Current volumes A, B, and C were also 
reviewed in January 1931, D in April 
1935, and E in April 1939. The indexes 
were reviewed in April 1938. 

The preface of volume XXVII states: 
“The Cyclopaedia includes biographies 
of the founders, ‘builders and defenders 
of the Republic and the men and wom- 
en who are doing the work and mould- 
ing the thought of the present time.’” 
As in previous permanent volumes bi- 
ographies are found of the following: 
Presidents of the United States, Vice- 
Presidents, cabinet officers, ambassa- 
dors and ministers to foreign countries, 
heads of federal bureaus, justices of 
the United States courts, governors of 
the states, senators, presidents of lead- 
ing colleges and universities and of 
learned, professional, patriotic, and re- 
ligious societies, bishops of the various 
churches and ranking officers of the 
United States Army and Navy. 

Examination indicates that few names 
of importance in the fields noted above 
seem to have been omitted. There are, 
however, certain inclusions which are 
difficult to understand, as they could 
have only local interest and might well 
have been left out of a publication of 
national scope. 
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The biographies seem to be accurate 
as to facts but are, almost without ex- 
ception, too laudatory and eulogistic to 
be convincing. None of the articles are 
signed and neither editors nor con- 
tributors are named in any of the re- 
cent volumes. As in the entire series 
the articles have been prepared by the 
publishers based on material supplied 
by members of the family or close 
friends of the biographees. 

These volumes resemble in format, 
style and arrangement the earlier ones 
which have been described in previous 
reviews in the Bulletin. There is no 
systematic arrangement of biographies 
and the indexes in each volume must 
be consulted. 

In contrast to the permanent volumes 
which contain sketches only of de- 
ceased persons, the current volumes 
include biographies of those still liv- 
ing. Current Volume F, like D, em- 
phasizes the Roosevelt administration, 
and contains also biographies of many 
top-ranking army and navy officers 
who have become prominent during 
the war years. Many of the biographies 
found here appeared in volume D, but 
have been rewritten and brought up to 
date. Some of the revisions are so slight 
that the need for their inclusion a sec- 
ond time may well be questioned. 

Volume F is similar in format, ar- 
rangement and style to the earlier vol- 
umes in the current series. A check 
of a fair sampling of entries disclosed 
none of the inaccuracies noted in con- 
nection with other volumes in this 
series, but aside from this the com- 
ments and criticisms regarding the 
other current volumes apply equally 
well to volume F. 

Permanent volumes XXVII-XXX 
and current volume F are recom- 
mended only for large libraries, where 
all available biographical material is 






essential, and for those libraries al- 
ready owning the earlier volumes of 
the set. 


——tIndexes. New York, James T. 
White & Co., 1945. 


The Index volume is composed of 
indexes of all volumes, permanent and 
current, and is in three parts. Part I 
indexes Volumes I-XXX inclusive in 
the permanent series and contains both 
personal and topical references in one 
alphabet, thus bringing up to date the 
previous index volume. Part II simi- 
larly indexes Volume XXXI (not re- 
viewed here). Part III is an index to 
current volumes A-F and is also both 
personal and topical. 

The topical indexing, which brings 
out only slight information on such 
topics as government, business, sci- 
ence, education, is disappointing, since 
the subject information referred to is 
in most cases so limited as to be of 
little assistance. 

In other respects the description and 
criticisms included in the April 1938 
review still apply. Typographical er- 
rors are few, as in checking more than 
eighty references only one was noted. 
The type is small but clear, and the 
use of boldface for personal entries and 
volume numbers makes it easy to read. 


The Pan American Yearbook; comp. 
and pub. by Pan American Associates. 
21%cem. New York, Pan American 
Associates, 1945. xxx, 829p. cloth $5. 


“The purpose of the Pan American 
Yearbook as an annual guide is to pro- 
vide—for the first time—a ready 
reference volume of useful and reliable 
current information concerning all the 
nations of the New World, compiled 
from a Western Hemisphere point of 
view.”—Preface. The publishers also 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 











6 





SuBSCRIPTION Booxs BULLETIN 








issue the Pan American, Magazine of 
the Americas. 
Part I treats of the Americas as a 


whole, their historical development, 
geographic features, and economic 
status. Part II comprises separate 


chapters for each of the 22 individual 
nations. Part III consists of a list of the 
names of 25,000 firms and individuals 
interested in inter-American trade, 
with their addresses, classified by in- 
dustry and by country. 

The first part of the Yearbook is di- 
vided into five sections: 

1. Historical development 

2. Period up to World War II 

3. Recent period 

4. Trade areas 

5. Inter-American organizations 

The content of the first sections is 
self-evident from the headings. The 
section “Trade Areas” is prepared for 
the benefit of commercial interests, and 
shows the different trade regions into 
which Pan America is divided and the 
characteristics and relative importance 
of each as a world market. 

The individual countries, Part II, are 
treated under a general outline of the 
geography, people, culture, government, 
economy, finance, communications, 
prefaced by a statistical brief giving 
population, area, railroad and highway 
mileages, exports and imports, national 
wealth, and national debt. Dates for 
population and other statistics are 
omitted from these statistical briefs, but 
are given in the main treatment of the 
subject. The geographical features 
cover the names and length of the 
rivers, elevation of mountain peaks, 
climate, and rainfall. Clearly defined, 
full-page maps accompany the article 
on each country. 

A useful feature is a directory of the 
diplomatic and consular representatives 
in each of the countries, as well as a 


list of the country’s own officials. Sta- 
tistics are recent, many 1944 figures 
being given, covering agricultural prod- 
ucts, mines and minerals, livestock, 
exports and imports, and the number 
of industrial establishments. A brief, 
up-to-date bibliography follows the in- 
formation on each country. 

The third part, “Who’s Who in Inter- 
American Trade,” is comprehensive in 
treatment and will be exceedingly 
valuable for business use. There are 
13 broad divisions by industries such 
as automotive, aviation, drugs, oil, and 
mining. Each of these is subdivided by 
country and under each country is a list 
of business firms arranged alphabeti- 
cally, with symbols to indicate the type 
of business, e.g., exporter, importer, 
manufacturer. 

A general index at the back of the 
book supplements a briefer index pre- 
ceding each country. The source of a 
commodity or its market may be found 
in the main index both under the names 
of countries and of the commodity. 

The book is well constructed with a 
dark cover lettered in gold. It is well 
sewed, and paper is good according to 
wartime standards. 

The Pan American Yearbook is rec- 
ommended for libraries, large and small, 
and for business libraries having any 
contacts with Latin America. 


The South American Handbook; A 
Year Book and Guide to the Coun- 
tries and Resources of South and 
Central America, Mexico and Cuba; 
ed. by Howell Davies. 22nd ed. 14 
Leadenhall Street, London, E.C.3. 
Trade and Travel Publications Ltd. 
950-72 University Avenue, New York 
52, N.Y. The H. W. Wilson Company. 
lvi, 842p. cloth $1.25. 


This is a concise handbook, giving 
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essential information for traveler or 
commercial agent. The first chapter 
contains practical advice for the tourist 
about climate, money values, baggage, 
employment in the various countries. 
The second chapter, “On the Way to 
South America,” describes ports of call 
on the main ocean routes between Eu- 
rope and South America. 

Each country is then treated sepa- 
rately. An introductory section gives 
information on such items as physical 
features, products, transportation, fi- 
nance. Then follow pertinent facts for 
the businessman about the principal 
cities of each country, varying from two 
or three lines to a page or more for a 
city. This list is not alphabetical. Im- 
portant cities are listed first, then chief 
ports and other towns, which makes it 
necessary to consult the index to find 
a particular city. Population statistics 
are given, but there is no indication of 
the dates when the data were compiled. 
Cable services, transportation, and 
banks are listed at the end of the book. 
There is a good general index. 

The format is satisfactory, although 
the type is small and margins are nar- 
row. 

The Handbook includes much the 
same information as the Pan American 
Yearbook also reviewed in this issue. 
The latter is an American publication 
while the former is British in viewpoint. 
One supplements the other, although 
the Yearbook is more complete and 
detailed covering the entire western 
hemisphere. It also has the added fea- 
ture of a who’s who section. 

The South American Handbook is 
recommended as an inexpensive volume 
for libraries needing only brief infor- 
mation on Latin American countries. 


Who’s Important in Medicine; compiled 
and published by the Institute for Re- 


search in Biography, Inc. 27% x 18% 
x 4% cm. 320 Broadway, New York. 
01945. xxxix, 1038p. cloth $15. 

This is a biographical directory of 
physicians and medical researchers in 
the United States, Canada and the 
Latin-American republics. 

According to the preface, included 
also are the professional records of the 
Surgeon-Generals of the U.S. Army, 
the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Public Health 
Service and their high ranking asso- 
ciates, eminent medical educators, 
serving “as professors and deans in 
medical colleges; editors, authors, and 
contributors to important medical pub- 
lications; leading specialists in various 
branches of medicine; noted hospital 
administrators; commanding officers of 
army and navy base hospitals; and dili- 
gent and indefatigable microbe hunt- 
ers.” 


The information given under each 
name includes the branch of practice in 
which the person is engaged, place and 
date of birth, parentage, education, 
marriage, children, hospital internship, 
career history, special achievements 
and honors conferred, membership in 
societies and clubs, military careers, if 
any, hobbies, publications, business and 
home addresses. ' 


Evidently the book was compiled as 
the reports were received, for no ar- 
rangement, alphabetical, classified, or 
geographical, is apparent in the main 
body of the text. The only reference aid 
for using the book is an alphabetical 
index, by name. 

There is no list of abbreviations. For 
the most part those used appear to be 
standard abbreviations, however. There 
is some but no great amount of over- 
lapping with American Physicians and 
Surgeons, prepared by J. C. Fifield and 
published in 1931, and with Who’s Who 
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Among Physicians and Surgeons, edited 
by J. C. Schwarz and published in 1938. 

In checking the names beginning with 
A, for instance, fewer than 10 per cent 
were found also in the earlier publi- 
cations. The catalogs of a number of 
medical schools, notably Harvard Medi- 
cal School, Johns Hopkins University, 
Western Reserve University, were 
checked and their deans found repre- 
sented in Who’s Important in Medicine. 

That there are omissions is admitted 
in the preface which states: “Since it is 
authoritatively estimated that one-third 
of America’s physicians are now serv- 
ing in the armed forces, absence of any 
name is not necessarily to be construed 
as failure to meet the qualifications for 
inclusion. Some names were omitted 
because of tardiness in returning bio- 
graphical sketches in time for publica- 
tion; others, because of the exigencies 
of war, could not be communicated 
with. Modesty deterred some subjects 
from submitting the complete informa- 
tion requested. No charge of any kind 
was made. for the inclusion of bio- 
graphical data.” 

The preface states that over ten thou- 
sand names are included. Count, how- 
ever, shows a little under that number. 
The compilers acknowledge the help 
of “many physicians” in cooperating 
with the editorial staff in selection of 
names to be included, but nowhere are 
given the names of these physicians, of 
the compilers, or of any of the person- 
nel comprising the Institute for Re- 
search in Biography, Inc. 

Polk’s New York Co-Partnership and 
Corporation Directory, however, lists 
Mrs. Jeanette Larkin, president; Mrs. 
Hildegart Fisk, vice-president; S. A. 
Kaye, secretary-treasurer, and the di- 
rectors as being the same as the officers. 


These directors are not listed in the 
New York Directory of Directors. 

The pages are divided into three nar- 
row columns, the print is fine, the paper 
and binding fair. 

Who’s Important in Medicine is rec- 
ommended for medical schools and 
colleges and for public, university and 
special libraries which serve the medi- 
cal profession. This recommendation 
is made chiefly because (1) The Ameri- 
can Medical Directory gives so little 
biographical data; (2) other medical 
volumes of the “who’s who” type are 
not up to date (eg., 1931 and 1938); 
(3) factual data about entries are pre- 
sumably correct. However, one might 
wish for a more comprehensive cov- 
erage and a better arrangement. 


Price Change 


The J. A. Richards Publishing Co., 
New York, a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of The Grolier Society, Inc., announces 
that the price of Richards Topical En- 
cyclopedia, 15 volumes, maroon moroc- 
co-grain artcraft binding, is $79.50 
subject to $10.00 discount to schools and 
libraries. The Committee’s last review 
of this set was that of the 1939 edition 
in the January 1940 Subscription Books 
Bulletin. 





 rrapscae to quote a review in full 
is granted only to the publisher of 
the work reviewed. Permission to 
quote a review in part must be ob- 
tained from the American Library As- 
sociation. Publishers of books or sets 
recommended herein wishing to refer 
to the Subscription Books Commit- 
tee’s appraisal of their work should 
avoid such statements as “ 
mended (or endorsed) by the A.L.A.” 
Such a statement talsely implies ac- 
tion on the part of the Association. 
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